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TOWN ATTRIBUTES

AT A GLANCE~

1. Housing Coalition Compact
2. Physical Characteristics and Infrastructure

3. Town Government

4. Land Use Operating Documents

5. Development Approval Process

6. Zoning

7. New Hampshire State Controls

8. Vermont State Controls

1. HOUSING COALITION COMPACT

1.1. Endorsed and Signed 

1.2. Rejected

1.3. In Consideration

1.4. Not Yet Been Approached

2. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS and INFRASTRUCTURE

2.1. Proximity to I-89 and/or I-91

2.1.1. Distance to town center

2.1.2. Location of exit

2.1.3. Where Interstate(s) crosses town

2.2. Major Roads in Town

2.3. Mass Transit Service in Town   

2.3.1. Existing Service

2.3.2. Ability for New/Expanded Service

2.4. Bicycle/Pedestrian Access

2.4.1. Existing Bike/Pedestrian Paths

2.4.2. New Paths Under Construction/Consideration

2.5. Population Growth Since 1990

2.5.1. Population in 1990

2.5.2. Population in 2000

2.6. New Construction Since 1990

2.6.1. Residential

2.6.2. Commercial

2.6.3. Industrial

2.6.4. Mixed-Use

2.6.5. Public Projects

2.7. Undeveloped Brownfields

2.7.1. Active Brownfields Assessment Activities (Incl. contact info)

2.7.1.1. Federal

2.7.1.2. State or local

2.7.1.3. Private

2.7.2. Active Brownfields Remediation Activities (Incl. contact info)

2.7.2.1. Federal

2.7.2.2. State or Local

2.7.2.3. Private

2.8. Public School System  (District)

2.8.1. Elementary School(s)  (name)

2.8.1.1. Current Level Of Capacity

2.8.1.2. Projected Capacity In Ten Years

2.8.2. Middle School (Name)

2.8.2.1. Current Level Of Capacity

2.8.2.2. Projected Capacity In Ten Years

2.8.3. High School  (Name)

2.8.3.1. Current Level Of Capacity

2.8.3.2. Projected Capacity In Ten Years

2.8.4. Technical High School (Name)

2.8.4.1. Current Level Of Capacity

2.8.4.2. Projected Capacity In Ten Years

2.9. Municipal Water

2.9.1. Locations available in town and further contact information

2.9.2. Available Capacity

2.9.3. Expanded Capacity Under Construction/Consideration

2.10. Municipal Sewer

2.10.1. Locations available in town and further contact information

2.10.2. Available Capacity

2.10.3. Expanded Capacity Under Construction/Consideration

2.11. Local Utility Company (s)

2.12. Local Hospital or Health Care facility

2.13. Green Inventory List

2.13.1. Percentage/Acreage of Land in Current Use

2.13.2. Percentage/Acreage of Land Permanently Conserved

2.13.3. Percentage/Acreage of Public Recreation Land

2.13.4. Other Public Recreational Facilities

2.13.5. Other

2.14. Other

3. TOWN GOVERNMENT
3.1. Mayor
3.2. Town Manager
3.3. City Council
3.4. Select Board
3.5. Planning Board
3.6. Zoning Board of Adjustment
3.7. Development Review Board
3.8. Conservation Commission
3.9. Historic District/Heritage Commission 

3.10. Downtown Improvement Association and/or Neighborhood Association
3.11. Design Review Board
3.12. Affordable Housing Commission
3.13. Professional Planner(s) on Staff
3.14. Fire Department (FT, Paid on-call, Vol)
3.15. Ambulance Station in Town
3.16. Full-Time Police Department
3.17. Regional Planning Commission 
3.18. Other
4. LAND USE OPERATING DOCUMENTS

4.1. Master Plan

4.1.1. In Effect

4.1.2. Being Revised

4.1.2.1. Affordable/Workforce Housing Provisions  

4.1.2.1.1. Recognition of Regional Problem

4.1.2.1.2. Appropriate Definition of Affordability

4.1.2.1.3. Recognition of “Fair Share” Responsibility

4.1.2.1.4. Formal Goal or Objective

4.1.2.1.5. Supports Enhanced Bylaws

4.1.2.1.6. Compels Enhanced Bylaws

4.1.2.1.7. Proposed Housing Studies to Undertake in the Future

4.2. Zoning Regulations

4.2.1. Last Major Revision

4.2.2. Being Revised

4.3. Defined Village/Town Centers for Targeted Development

4.4. Designated Downtowns (VT) or Main Street (NH)

4.5. Historical District

4.5.1. National

4.5.2. State

4.5.3. Local

4.6. Subdivision Regulations Triggers  or Locally Established Thresholds

4.6.1. Minor

4.6.2. Major

4.7. Site Plan Regulation Triggers

4.8. Economic Development Plan Complete

4.8.1. Being Drafted

4.9. Build-Out Analysis Complete

4.9.1. Being Compiled

4.10. Other

5. DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL PROCESS 

5.1. Required Affordable/Workforce Housing Provisions

5.1.1. Specific Incentives for Some/Additional Affordable/Workforce Housing

5.2. Expiration of Approval

5.3. Time of Vesting

5.4. Streamlined Permit Process in Place

5.4.1. Being Researched

5.5. Timeline for Town to Permit Large Developments

5.5.1. Statutory

5.5.2. Approximate/Historical Real Time

5.6. Fee Structure of Permit Process

5.7. Impact Fees

5.7.1. Criteria

5.7.2. Targeted Elements

5.8. Split-Rate Property Taxes

5.9. Tax Incentives

5.9.1. Tax Abatement

5.9.2. Tax-Increment Financing District

5.10. Transferable Development Rights  

5.10.1. Voluntary

5.10.2. Mandatory

5.11. Open Space Requirements

5.12. Incentives for Infill Development

5.13. Growth Rate Caps
 
5.14. Temporary Building Moratorium Allowed  

5.15. Phased Growth

5.16. Growth Boundaries 

5.16.1. On Infrastructure 
5.16.2. On Year-Round Housing

5.17. Directed Development

5.17.1. Incentives to Promote Specified Town Goals

5.17.2. Penalties to Discourage Particular Development Patterns

5.18. Contract or Conditional Zoning Used in Recent Past 

5.19. Other

6. ZONING

6.1. Type of Zoning

6.1.1. Cumulative        
6.1.2. Exclusive

6.2. Planned Unit Developments Allowed

6.3. Cluster Subdivision (and/or Conservation Design)

6.4. Inclusionary Zoning

6.4.1. Objectives

6.4.2. Requirement of percentage of housing to be affordable/workforce and maintained as such

6.4.2.1. Voluntary

6.4.2.1.1. Benefits to Developer

6.4.2.2. Mandatory

6.4.2.2.1. Threshold Conditions

6.5. Use of Performance (Flexible) Zoning

6.5.1. Targeted Impacts

6.6. Allowance for Mixed Use

6.7. Multi-Family 

6.7.1. Allowed

6.7.1.1. In What Zones

6.7.1.1.1. With What Conditions

6.7.2. Promoted

6.7.2.1. Incentives

6.8. Single-Use Zoning

6.8.1. Allowed for Forest/Agriculture/Recreation

6.9. Large-Lot Zoning to Protect Agriculture/Forestry

6.10. Defined Overlay Districts

6.10.1. Watersheds 
6.10.1.1. Aquifers

6.10.1.2. Drinking water protection

6.10.1.3. Wetlands

6.10.1.4. Floodplain

6.10.1.5. Riparian Buffers

6.10.2. Resource and Conservation

6.10.3. Agricultural

6.10.4. Steep slopes

6.10.5. Ridgeline

6.10.6. Scenic corridors

6.10.7. Airport protection

6.10.8. Other

6.11. Elements of  Zones Relevant to Housing 
6.11.1. Setbacks (min/max)

6.11.2. Lot Size (min/max)

6.11.3. Parking Requirements (min/max)

6.11.4. Lot Coverage (min/max)

6.11.5. Minimum Square-Foot Requirement per Unit

6.11.6. Height Limits

6.11.7. Density Bonuses

6.12. Adequate Public Facilities Requirements 

6.12.1. Elements

6.12.2. Criteria

6.13. Rental Housing

6.13.1. Cap on Number of Unrelated People in a Unit

6.14. Accessory Dwelling Units

6.14.1. Allowed

6.14.1.1. By What Type of Provision

6.14.2. Promoted

6.14.2.1. Incentives

6.15. Other

~  STATE ATTRIBUTES  ~
7. NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE CONTROLS  

7.1. Permitting

7.1.1. Time for Large Developments

7.1.1.1. By Statute

7.1.1.2. Real Time (historically)

7.1.2. Fee Structure

7.1.3. Streamlining Process

7.1.3.1. In Place

7.1.3.2. Being Drafted

7.2. State Funding Available for Affordable/Workforce Housing

7.2.1. –

7.2.2. –

7.3. Tax Incentives for Building Workforce/Affordable Housing

7.4. Additional Incentives for Building High Performance/Energy Smart Buildings

7.4.1. -

7.5. Incentives for the Use of Renewable Energy

7.5.1. Solar

7.5.2. Wind

7.6. New Legislation/Regulations Being Considered

7.6.1. –

7.6.2. -

7.7. Other

NEW HAMPSHIRE IN GENERAL:

Does the State Mandate Local Comprehensive Plans?- Yes


Where towns wish to enact zoning.



NH RSA §674:1

Is there a Certification Process to Ensure Local Plans are Consistent with State or Regional Plans or Policies?- 
NO

Planned Unit Developments– Allowed


NH RSA §674:21

Transfer of Development Rights- Allowed


NH RSA §674:21

Temporary Building Moratoria- Allowed


For up to one year in unusual circumstances.



NH RSA §674:23

Incentive Zoning- Allowed


NH RSA  §674:21

Single Use Zoning for Forest. Agriculture or Recreational Uses- Allowed


NH RSA §674:21

Large-Lot Zoning to Protect Agriculture or Forestry- Allowed


50-acre forest zoning upheld in Caspersen v. Town of Lyme, 661 A.2d 759 (N.H. 1972).

Inclusionary Zoning- Allowed


NH RSA §674:21

Growth Management; Timing of Development- Allowed


NH RSA §674:23

Impact Fees- Allowed


Provided the town has adopted a capital improvement program.  Such fees can be used to fund capital improvements for water an wastewater treatment facilities, sanitary sewers, storm water, drainage and flood control facilities, public roads, public schools, municipalities proportional share of capital facilities of a cooperative or regional school district of which the municipality is a member, municipal office facilities, recycling facilities, public libraries and public safety facilities.  They may be used for recreational facilities, but they may not be used for open space acquisition.

NH RSA §674:21

Can an Owner “Freeze” Existing Zoning- Yes


Unless an owner has filed a complete application prior to the first publication of the notice to rezone, no building permits may issue under the existing zoning.     

NH RSA §676:12

8. VERMONT STATE CONTROLS

8.1. Permitting

8.1.1. Time for Large Developments

8.1.1.1. By Statute

8.1.1.2. Real Time (historically)

8.1.2. Fee Structure

8.1.3. Streamlining Process 

8.1.3.1. In Place

8.1.3.2. Being Drafted

8.2. Act 250 

8.2.1. Triggers

8.2.1.1. Construction for commercial or industrial purposes on more than 10 acres; OR on more than ONE acre, if the municipality does not have both permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws.

8.2.1.2. Construction of 10 or more housing units, including mobile-home parks, within a radius of five miles and within a continuous period of five years.

8.2.1.3. Subdivision of land into10 or more lots of any size within a 5 mile radius, or within the jurisdiction of a District Commission, during a continuous 5 year period.

8.2.2. Criteria of Review

8.2.2.1. Water and air pollution

8.2.2.2. Water Supply

8.2.2.3. Impact on existing water supplies

8.2.2.4. Soil Erosion

8.2.2.5. Traffic

8.2.2.6. Educational services

8.2.2.7. Municipal or government services

8.2.2.8. Scenic and natural beauty, aesthetics, natural areas and historic sites

8.2.2.9. Conformance with capability and development plan

8.2.2.10. Local and regional plans

8.2.3. Cost

8.2.3.1. $4.25 per $1,000 of Construction Costs

8.2.4. Minor or Major Application

8.2.4.1. To be determined by District Commission following submittal of application

8.2.4.1.1. Minor

8.2.4.1.1.1. No public hearing unless requested by an interested public party

8.2.4.1.2. Major

8.2.4.1.2.1. Full public hearing and review

8.2.5. Differential consideration in Designated Downtowns under consideration

8.3. Act 249

8.4. State Funding Available for Affordable/Workforce Housing

8.4.1. VHCB

8.5. Tax Incentives for Building Workforce/Affordable Housing

8.6. Additional Incentives for Building High Performance/Energy Smart Buildings

8.6.1. Efficiency Vermont

8.7. Incentives for the Use of Renewable Energy

8.7.1. Solar

8.7.2. Wind

8.8. New Legislation/Regulations Being Considered

8.9. Other

VERMONT IN GENERAL:

Does the State Mandate Local Comprehensive Plans?- Yes


Where towns wish to have zoning or subdivision regulations, an official map, impact fees or capital improvement programs.



VSA 24 §4382 and §4401

Is there a Certification Process to Ensure Local Plans are Consistent with State or Regional Plans or Policies?- Yes


At the request of towns, RPC’s approve local plans for conformance with state goals, the regional plan and plans of other municipalities in the region.  Towns must have this approval in order to receive state planning grants and to levy impact fees.  RPC’s also confirm at least twice in five years that the municipality is involved in a continuing planning process that will result in a plan that is consistent with state goals.  Towns must update plans at least every five years.



VSA 24 §4350 and §4397[a]

Planned Unit Developments– Allowed


VSA 24 §4407(3) and (12)

Transfer of Development Rights- Allowed


TDR programs must meet state standards.



VSA 24 §4407(16)

Temporary Building Moratoria- Allowed


Towns may pass interim bylaws for up to two years, with a possible extension for one additional year.  While these do not represent complete moratoria on all building, they may be quite restrictive.  Towns must be conducting studies, creating zoning or comprehensive plans in order to use interim bylaws.
VSA 24 §4410

Incentive Zoning- Allowed


Specifically allowed in Planned Residential Developments (VSA 24 §4407(3)) and in PUD’s for affordable housing (VSA 24 §4407(12) (A)).

Single Use Zoning for Forest. Agriculture or Recreational Uses- Allowed


Ag districts may prohibit all other land development except residential lots of not less than 25 acres each.  Forest districts may prohibit all other land development.  Recreation districts may prohibit year-round housing and commercial development.  (VSA 24 §4407(1)).

Large-Lot Zoning to Protect Agriculture or Forestry- Allowed


VSA 24 §4407 (1)

Inclusionary Zoning- Allowed


VSA 24 §4407(3)(B)

Impact Fees- Allowed


May be imposed by any town with a confirmed comprehensive plan.  They may be used to assist with the costs of any capital project “that will benefit or is attributable to the uses of the development,” but only after the town has adopted a capital budget and program which includes a formula to assess the impact fee on a property.

 
VSA 24 §5200

Can an Owner “Freeze” Existing Zoning- Yes


Once notice of the select board hearing on the zoning change is made, no building permits may issue under existing zoning, provided the town adopts the proposed amendment within 150 days after the notice date.
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